








































I olto told him, it soon became obvious that the fish I DID 
see, were in the areos where we hod caught fish, the so- 
called "hot spots" Although it would be noturol for me to 
look in these spots, I hod also looked in other spots at the 
some time. It didn't take me long to see I was wasting 
my time in the other areas — if I expected to see fish. Why 
would this be? There was only one conclusion — the fish 
were following a peHi. 

I hod noticed also, the fish didn't show up at these 
spots oil the time Some days I would see o few, at other 
times none Then oil of o sudden, I'd see o big burKh of 
them, Whot coused this? Other animals reocted to weother, 
so why should o fish be any different^ 

At thot time, I hod rto ideo whot o path looked like or 
whot coused the fish to toke that porticular route Neither 
did I know whot weather and water conditions offected the 
fish, nor in what woy. BUT, by the time I hod finished 
school, I hod all the loose ends gathered up on basics. 
I hod olso decided whot I must DO, to cotch him consistently. 
Then It was only o motter of proving them FACTS, by working 
many waters, under mony conditions. This I did 

During this investigation, I soon fouixi out there was no 
short-cut to fishir>g success. I could never go down to the 
store and buy success in o fancy wrapped pockoge, or box. 
I olso soon four>d out, that I would never be able to coll 
myself a fishing EXPERT Becousc, Hie KEY to fishing success 
is KNOWLEDGE. I would never get to the point I couldn't 
get more knowledge, arxJ that I could always get better at 
my fishing There wos no woy, thot I could ever moke the 
claim I wos o Master at this fishing gome. 

KNOWLEDGE is whot this bo^ is oil obout. Knowledge 
thot Is not known by the majority of fishermen, ond FULLY 
known by only o few The purpose of this book Is to help you 
become just os good o fishermon os you desire - if you put 
forth iome time, study ond effort. 

This book is the BASICS of whot mokes o fish tick, 
and whot you must do to catch him consistently. It is not 
like most fishing books It does rwt contoin subjects such os; 
how to cost, different types of fishing geor, knot tying, how 
to mount 0 boit on o hook, how to stort o motor, row o boot, 
ond possible methods for pulling lures or boit through the 
water, etc 

A fish is a fish, is o fish He is no different in the north, 
south, eost or west He is no different in o pond, lake, 
stream or reservoir He hos o pea sized broin, ond never 
hod on originol thought in his life He con't 'size' up o 


situotion ond measure ony consequences of his oction. Whot 
he does, he does despite himself If he ever does any 
THINKING — it's after I get him on the strir>ger 

The motenol in this book will open up fishing horizons 
you never dreomed possible. No woter or ony type lake or 
reservoir, will cause you concern. You will feel p>erfectly at 
home on ony woter You will know whot to look for, ond 
how to go about it Every lake will be a new challenge. 

A GOOD Spoonplugger will reach the point where he 
con walk up to o stronge body of woter — be it o noturol 
lake or o mon-mode reservoir — observe the terrain, rwte 
the water color, check the weedline, study the weather ond 
come up with nx»t of the onswers BEFORE he ever wets o 
hook. AFTER he gets on the woter, little time will be lost 
before he is doing the right things in the right ploces. 

This book IS o TEXT It should be reod and studied os 
such There is repetition on the more importont points. I 
hove tried to moke eoch section os complete os possible, 
for repeoted study on o particular subject, without odditionol 
reference 

Lots of the material may r>ot moke sense until you hove 
hod the octuol experience on the woter, so it is importont, 
thot you study and restudy the book 

At on eorly oge I vowed that if ever I fournf out anything 
obout fish, thot if I ever talked or wrote about fishing, it 
would be from one definite opprooch — I WCXJLD NOT 
QUOTE FROM A FISHING LIBRARY, NOR WOULD I EVER 
PUT DOWN AS FACT ANYTHING THAT I HAD NOT 
FOUND OUT FOR MYSELF, NOR EXPERIENCED ENOUGH 
TIMES TO BE JUDGED AS FACT 

My associates, friends, and those who hove followed 
my fishing aryl teachings con vouch for the foct that the 
ofcMrvotiora ond conclusions I hove mode ore mine alone, 
ond ore ry>t the writings or observations of someone else 
For mony years I hove refrained from reading outdoor 
nnagozines or books on the subject of fishmg. 

By stating the above, I do not mean that I hove not 
hod some help from frieryls ond fellow fishermen Mony 
hove worked with me in orriving at o firyil conclusion. 
AAony hours hove been spent in discussion on the merits 
of on observotion or working on o problem. Through the 
years, I hove repeotedly compored notes with great fishermen 
like Don Nichols ond John Buoy. They hove helped me so 
mony times through the years in adding to my knowledge 
by presenting pre^ms to be solved, ond helping me to 
s^ve them There ore others, such os Terry O'Malley, who 






I olto told him, if soon became obvious that the fish I DID 
see, were in the areos where we hod caught fish, the so- 
called "hot spots" Although it would be noturol for me to 
look in these spots, I hod also looked in other spots at the 
some time. It didn't take me long to see I was wasting 
my tinne in the other areas — if I expected to see fish. Why 
would this be? There was only one conclusion — the fish 
were following e peth. 

I hod noticed also, the fish didn't show up at these 
spots oil the time Some days I would see o few, at other 
times none Then oil of o sudden, I'd see a big buixh of 
them, Whot coused this? Other onimols reocted to weother, 
so why should a fish be any different^ 

At thot time, I hod no ideo whot o path looked like or 
what coused the fish to toke that porticular route Neither 
did I know whot weather and water conditions effected the 
fish, nor in whot way. BUT, by the time I hod finished 
school, I hod all the loose ends gathered up on basics. 
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Then it was only o motter of proving them FACTS, by working 
many waters, under mony conditions. This I did 
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short<ut to fishir>g success. I could never go down to the 
store and buy success in o fancy wrapped pockoge, or box. 
I olso soon four>d out, that I would never be able to coll 
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is KNOWLEDGE. I would rwver get to the point I couldn't 
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claim I wos a Master at this fishing gome. 
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to mount a boit on a hook, how to stort a motor, row o boot, 
ond possible methods for pulling lures or boit through the 
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A fish Is o fish, is o fish He Is no different in the north, 
south, east or west He is rw different in o porid, lake, 
stream or reservoir He hos o pea sized brain, and never 
hod on originol thought in his life He con't 'size' up o 


situation ond measure ony consequences of his octioo. Whot 
he does, he does despite himself If he ever does any 
THINKING — it's after I get him on the stririger 

The rryiteriol in this book will open up fishing horizons 
you never dreomed possible. No woter or ony type lake or 
reservoir, will couse you concern. You will feel perfectly at 
home on orty woter You will know whot to look for, ond 
how to go about it Every lake will be a new challenge. 

A GOOD Spoonplugger will reach the point where he 
con walk up to o stronge body of woter — be it a noturol 
lake or o mon-mode reservoir — observe the terrain, rwte 
the water color, check the weedline, study the weother ond 
come up with nx»t of the onswers BEFORE he ever wets o 
hook. AFTER he gets on the water, little time will be lost 
before he is doing the nght things in the right ploces. 

This book IS o TEXT It should be reod and studied os 
such There is repetition on the more importont points I 
hove tned to moke eoch section os complete as possible, 
for repeated study on o particular subject, without additiorK)l 
reference 

Lots of the material may r>ot make sense until you hove 
hod the octuol experience on the woter, so it is importont, 
thot you study arxJ restudy the book 

At on eorly oge I vowed that if ever I found out anything 
obout fish, thot if I ever talked or wrote about fishing, it 
would be from one definite approach — I WOULD NOT 
QUOTE FROM A FISHING LIBRARY, NOR WOULD I EVER 
PUT DOWN AS FACT ANYTHING THAT I HAD NOT 
FOUND OUT FOR MYSELF, NOR EXPERIENCED ENOUGH 
TIMES TO BE JUDGED AS FACT 

My associates, friends, and those who hove followed 
my fishing aryl teachings con vouch for the foct thot the 
ofcMrvotiorxs ond corKtusions I hove mode ore mine alone, 
ond ore ryjt the writings or observatior^ of someone else 
For mony years I hove refroined from reading outdoor 
nnagozines or books on the subject of fishing. 

By stating the above, I do not meon that I hove not 
hod some help from frieryls ond fellow fishermen Mony 
hove worked with me in orriving ot o firyil conclusion. 
AAony hours hove been spent in discussion on the merits 
of on observotion or working on o problem. Through the 
yeors, I hove repeotedly compored notes with great fishermen 
like Don Nichols ond John Buoy. They hove helped me so 
mony times through the years in adding to my knowledge 
by presenting proems to be solved, ond helping n»e to 
solve them There are others, such as Terry O'Malley, who 







































(6) It requires no sptciol toicnt or obility to leom. only o 
itrong dmre to cotch fish. 

(7) The guy who understonds fi^ behavior otkI how to go 
about utilizir>g his knowledge to put fish on the stringer, 
we coll a SPOONPLUCCER 

(8) A SPCXDNPLUOCER hos on unselfish attitude toward his 
fellow fishermon, directs his efforts toward corvervotion, 
orvl IS concerned with his outdoor monners 

(9) Equipment thot wos desigr>ed for better control, ar»d 
ollows the tronsfer of fishing knowledge to others os eosilv 
as possible, is called SPOONPLUCCINC EQUIPMENT 

(10) Lures which were designed to allow SPOONPLU(XINC 
knowledge to be utilized to full ocfvantage ore called SPOON- 
PLUGS These lures, through proper opplicotion, will be the 
meons by which o fishermon con discipline himself, ond 
constontly direct his ottention to the important controls in 
fishing (depth ond speed), rother than on aids (size, color and 
action) 

Eoch of the above con be o foctor in fishing growth, 
ond o little further look may give o better ur>derstar>ding of 
whot SPOONPLUCCINC is all obout 

Item No 1 covers so much ground that it is impossible 
to cover it in its entirety here or in on orticle, or o group of 
articles This is one of the most importont phoses of SPOON- 
PLLKXINC 

Number 2 is certomfy on importont foctor. If a fisher¬ 
man IS burdened with questions os to how he is going to 
fish o porticular body of woter, most of his time would be 
spent in a hit-or-miss fashion One of the pleasures in fishing 
comes from KNOWING exactly what will be dorw the minute 
the loke is reached, ond thot whot is done is correct The 
mind is not cluttered with, "I hope the fish ore bitin' todoy", 
or, "wonder whot they're hittin' todoy^" Or, "I wonder where 
is the best ploce to fish?" 

Number 3 is, in o woy, o contirxiotion of number two, but 
if we OTKilyze it further, we see other factors enter the picture. 
First, it IS in working 5trar>ge or new vroters that a fishermon 
truly begins to leom HE must look ot the terrain, check 
water color, follow the steps necessory to find ortd mop 
structure, ond orrive at the fish Secondly, the challenge of 
vrorking out strange waters opern horizons in fishiisg rtever 
seen before New avenues of knowledge ore experi¬ 
enced, which mokes a fisherman become better and better 
at his chosen sport. 

Number 4 is a most difficult item to remove from the 


fisherman's thinking He has, deeply ir>grained, the feeling 
ond hope thot sonr>edcry he will find that magic lure' He has 
a great desire and belief that he con go down to a store 
and buy immediote success m a fancy wrapped packoge 
He is eternally blasted with the claims of gimmick-makers 
and the stories of sensational cotches with some off-color 
lure, or one with some exotic octlon; or he reods obout some 
fontostic loke miles away from civilizotion Any one, or all, 
of these he believes to be the reason for the great catch 
he sow or heard obout. This type of thinking must be removed 
from o fishermon's mind, if he is to gom success ond satis- 
foction from HIS fishing, on HIS particular lake 

Number S will point out that, as a whole, people ore 
not prone to discipline themselves on their own. They all too 
often exert minimum effort rather than maximum If o 
problem is encountered, oryj they ore ot o loss os to how it 
can be solved, they will quit. The WHY ond HOW to cure 
the problem moy rx>t be known or is not firmly implanted 
WHY and HOW is not served up in some bri^t package, 
but is obtained through effort on the port of the fishermon, 
either through kixiwfedge taught, or Imowledge goir^ 
through yeors of expenerice If there is a profourKf desire 
on the port of fishermen, be they old or your^, skilled or 
unskilled, dumb or bright, they con be schooled to move 
ahead This cannot be done with gimmicks, but with true 
focts and effort. 

Number 6 moy not be appreciated by some of the 
"experts" Over the years, it hos omozed me to heor some 
of the so<alled experts expound to beginning fishermen 
Just whot skills ore r>eeded and how difficult successful 
fishing is because of those smart, wily fish they will hove to 
out-smort? Some would hove you believe that foncy knot 
tying, tournoment costir^g, and sophisticoted equipment, 
which takes little less thon a college professor's knowledge 
to operote, is necessory to become a successful fisherman 
When octuolly, all it takes is a strong desire to catch fish, 
coupled with knowledge orni the expending of some effort. 

Number 7 is fully urxierstood by a fisherman calling 
himself a Spoonpiugger He kr»ws that ht$ success is predi¬ 
cated on his hovir^g knowledge. He is aware that with all of 
his fishing knowledge, he will olwtjys be learning and will 
never reach the point where he can't get better' He knows 
that to be colled a Spoonpiugger entoils many things, each of 
which will nvske him a better fisherman 

Number 8 is o continuation of number seven, with the 
oddition of another factor A factor, which I feel is of greet 


importorKe. 

Fishermen, os a whole, ore considered to be a very 
selfish group when It comes to shoring their knowledge or 
their fishing hole. They will break their bocks to "beot" 
ole Charlie The ego of some is something to behold To 
some, a competitive spirit is innate, orxf this is good — 
unless It is corried to the extreme When the motivating 
force in fishmg is to beot the other fellow, or make o big 
nome, then pretty soon you find thot fishermon sneoking 
off to places where he won't be recognized, only showing 
his foce when he hos a good cotch; or he seeks more fertile 
woters, such os newly constructed reservoirs He substitutes 
winning ond occloim for learning, invents excuses for foilures, 
ond pretty soon his fishing success tokes o nose-dive, orxl 
his fishir>g becomes a chore rather thon o pleosure. 

In ony sport — football, baseball, golf — you find o 
highly competitive spirit, but at the sorrte rirrw, you fmd the 
"pros" in these sports sharir>g their Imowledge, ond in marry 
instorKes giving their personal help Why shcxrld the sport 
of fishing rrot corry this attitude, rather thon that of selfish¬ 
ness? 

The removol of selfishness is the greatest aid in be¬ 
coming o good fishermon You reolly leom when you begin 
to teoch Then a for greater persorrol sotisfoction is ochieved 
than contirrually beirrg concerned with beating the other fellow 

Number 9 relotes to fishirrg equipment I prefer to coll 
equipment "tools", os they hove a function beyond thot of 
rrrerely being capable of hooking orrd reelirrg in fish Proper 
"tools" will ploy on importcmt port In learning ond will allow 
fishing to be done In a correct monrrer It is impossible to 
leom proper trolling or costirrg methods, unless the right 
equipment is used At the some time, it is impossible to 
teoch orrd tronsfer krxmrledge without "tods" that oHow 
this knowledge to be felt, experieixed end uixJerstood Proper 
tools, and their use, will discipline the fishermon, and this 
is a must for successful fishing Fishermen ore not prone 
to do this for themselves; they tend to let other factors enter 
the picture and dominate tf^ir thinking unless something 
is used to keep their sights upon the important things, rother 
thon on the minor eyentt thot will enter the picture 

Number 10, lures. Is a subject thot could cover a book. 
The majority of fishermen give more credit for their fishing 
success to lures thon to ony other one thing. 

Let it be clearfy understood — there is rxi such thing as 
a magic lure; there hos never been one; ond there will never 
be one Most onything with hooks will catch fish at one 
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time or orwther! Some moy do a little better than others 
Lures should be put in tfUir proper perspective, that is, 
how well they fit into certoin cotegories The various depths 
of woter, the different types of woter. different type struc¬ 
tures, different presentations, and the varying seasons oil 
coll for lures, or "tods", thot will oHow the fisheimon to 
occomplish what he is trying to do 

Spooriplugs ore lures (tools) I designed many years ago, 
from r>ecessity, as none were available that: (1) ollowed 
control of depth atxi speed to any greot degree; (2) that could 
be used for mopping, so os to determine bottom corxlitions 
and moke-up, ond (3) that would ollow discipline m all 
steps of presentation; (4) that could be used os a tool for 
transferrir>g knowledge to others Proper use of these basic 
lures will tell whot the bottom of the lake looks like, how it 
is rrvade up, when and where to cost or troll, whot type lure 
to use, and "why" you should do whot you ore doing 

Proper trollirtg of the basic series will not only teach 
mapping and interpretation, but will serve as o mearts for 
discipline in the fisherman's efforts to goin more knowledge 
ond how best to opply it Proper casting of them will allow 
mony depth and speed controls not obtainable in any other 
woy 

It is unfortunotc that a successful curriculum must, to 
some extent, be ossocioted with specific geor; but the neces¬ 
sity should reodily be uriderstood If proper equipment con 
be four>d to do the |ob fully, then I core not what the brand 
name might be. My aim is to make everything in the tackle 
box more valuoble This will occur when it is ur>derstood what 
eoch item con do, or not do, in the totol picture. 

SPOONPLUCCINC, os you con see is a very brood term 
orul covers a lot of territory If any of the ten items listed 
could be elimirvoted, it would be a difficult chore to perform 
You might be c ome a foirly good fishermon if just one or 
two were mastered But to become a greot fishermon, oil of 
them ore needed. 

So, in the future, when the term is used, be sure to im¬ 
mediately ossociotc It to its simplest form — krwwledge of 
whot mokes a fish tick, and whot it takes to consistently put 
him on the stringer 

Spoonplugging is primorily concerned with OPEN 
WATW. Thot is, woter away from shore with rw visible 
obiects such os gross, weeds, pods, bushes, stumps, etc 
There exist no fishing problems in visible shoreline feotures 
— A FISHING PROBLEM IS AN OPEN WATER PROBLEM 
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SPOONPLUGGERS GLOSSARY 

Th« Spoonpluggers Oossory ore terms ond words I 
hove lised in this book These words ond terms most be 
tolly orxlerstood, so thot you ond I will be on common 
groond or>d speok the some longooge This is necessory so 
that yoo will onderstortd the bos«c information, and set the 
stage for the further expansion of your fishing knowledge 

•OW — Excess line, In the form of a curve, which occurs 
between the rod tip ond lure 

BREAK — Where striKture is (X) longer uniform due to dips. 
Of o quick drop in depth, rocks, stumps, bushes, sunken 
obiects, etc. 

BREAKLINE — A line on structure where there is o definite 
increase in depth, either sudden or groduol, weedline, 
brushline, edge of chonnels or holes, where two bodies 
of water meet which differ in temperature and/or color. 
BRUSHLINE — The deep-water edge of o line of brush. 
CHECKED — When on oreo hos been thoroughly fished 
correctly. 

CLEAN BOTTOM — Bottoms free of debris, muck, moss, etc. 
COLO FRONT — A weather condition. (Description ond 
position obtoirxibie from doily weather maps or^ reports). 
CONTACT FOINT — The position on structure where corv 
toct is first mode by fish on their migration from deep 
nYOter 

CONTROLS — Thir>gs or foctors to be considered and corv 
trolled for successful fishing (Depth, Speed, Size, Color, 
Action), 

CONTROL — To present lures m an orderly and correct 
manner 

DEEP WATER — Woter that hos a depth greater than eight 
to ten feet. 

DIRTY BOTTOM — Bottoms covered with debris, muck, 
moss, etc 

DROP-OFF — The place on structure where there is o sudden 
or rapid drop into the deepest woter, such os a hole or 
channel. 

ELIMINATED WATER — Water that has been fished cor¬ 
rectly and hos produced no action 
FAN CAST — A series of costs thot covers the water in on ore 
FINGER — A projection or extrusion, in a loke bottom forma¬ 
tion (structure) 

FREE SWIMMING LURE — A lure movir^ or swimming 
through open water. 



























have fished the shoreline at some time and found the fish 
reolly biting. But, how mony big boss did you cotch> The 
reoson you caught only one or two was rK>t due to any fault 
of yours Nor wos it bmouse the large boss were "Wise Ole 
Birds" it was because they were not there 

North or south, some fish live longer, grow foster, or>d 
get to a final weight obove the overoge NorrrKjlly, however, 
a lorgemouth will die off by the time he reoches six pounds 
In most areas of the country the overoge life spcn, m relotion 
to the overoge growing rote, will rtormolly produce some 
schools of boss whose weight is slightly under six pounds 
But whotever the overoge, if ony "lunkers" exist m the area, 
they will be with this group I consider any boss above six 
pourKls somcwhot of a freak In other words, you just don't 
figure to go out orxl cotch a limit of eight pounders If it 
is ever done, o tremerKlous amount of "cullir>g'' will hove to 
be dorw. 

You nr*ay wont to krK>w, ot this point, how fost do fish 
move on structure^ This con never be predetermined The 
existing conditions, ond the species of fish, will determine 
this Another point which should be brought in here is that 
of trying to determine the length of the migration route 
They vary Some ore quite short while others are quite long 
But whotever their length, they hove one thing m common 
They extend to the deepest woter in the ereo. When workir>g 
for fish on o migration route, never be concerned os to how 
for you ore from the shoreline 

You moy olso want to krww, how long do fish stay up on 
these structures before going bock to deep water^ li^re is 
ogoin rto set perKxl of time before they drop bock to deep 
water Iby the some route) The ler»gth of time depends en¬ 
tirely on the conditiorts that exist — weather ond woter At 
times It may be minutes, at other times it may be hours For 
on overoge, however. I'd suggest you figure on minutes in- 
steod of hours 

Keeping Figure No 8 in mind, let's ossume lots of fish 
hove scattered into the shollows This is when you, os o 
shoreline fishemnon, score This oreo would become known 
as o "hot spot" It IS always importont to find out vrhere 
"hot spots” exist. They indicate to you that this is potentiolly 
good water, and they serve os o key for finding o migration 
route 

Shoreline features ore never o foctor m determimr^ 
whether this is o "hot spot " It is o "hot spot" only becouse 
the structure the fish use vrhen rrxTving from deep water to 
shallow water (ust happens to leod to this particular area 
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Fishermen in every section of the country seem to hove 
varied opinions corKemmg the why's orid wherefore's of 
fishing Many think the behavior of boss m the north and 
south varies from those found in the east or west Nothing 
could be further from the truth. There is, however, one mis 
token ideo or thought that seems to be universal Mony fisher¬ 
men think the shoreline must hove weeds, brush, lily pods, 
or growth of some kirxJ m order to catch lorgemouth They 
hove the mistaken idea that bass sper>d most of their lives 
hiding behind or under such cover When they don't catch 
them around this cover they figure the boss aren't biting 
Joe Steorns, former Educational Director of Ceorgio's Came 
ond Fish Commission summed up this thinking rother aptly 
After hovir>g a Spoonpluggir>g lesson Joe wrote, "Up until 
I was introduced to Spoonplugging I always thought when I 
dropped a popping bug next to an old log, and didn't get o 
strike — the fish weren't biting Now I know differently" 
Whot is the bosis of this belief ond vrhot ore the foets^ 
The facts ore that while fish ore reluctont and hesitont to go 
into the shallows, they moy do so more reodily, ond stoy for a 
longer period of time, if at the end of the migrotion route 
this type of cover is ovailable The relotionship between the 
stump, pads, brush, etc , to the location of the fish in the 
shallows IS due to these obiects serving os ' breaks " These 
"breoks" are the spots where fish on migrotion stop or pause 
m their movement They also serve os visuol obiects for the 
ftshermon So — the two come together. This being so, the 
shoreline fisherman has cought boss more often around cover, 
ond hos therefore decided this is o "must " It does hove 
the advantage of offering the fish some "breok", but should 
never be mistokingly colled his home Some of the finest 
"hot spots" I know, do rv>t have os much os o single blade of 
grass 
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The KEY to successful structure fishing is for you to be 
oWe to seperote good looking structure from PRODUCTIVE 
structure Knowing the ingredients %ihich go into mokir^g a 
productive structure con chonge you over night from o so-so 
fishermon to a consistent fish catcher If you foil to grosp oil 
the other Information in this book, ond just learn the differ¬ 
ence, and how to find the good Structures, you will hove spent 
your nrioney wisely You must always remember thot ON 
STRUCTURE is where you will cotch the fish. 

The next portion of our study will be devoted to helpir>g 
you to interpret structure, whot features exist and how fish 
react to them For you see, YOU COULD HAVE SO-CALLED 
STRUCTURE AND NO FISH — BUT — YOU CANNOT 
HAVE FISH WITHOUT STRUCTURE 

On the opposite page we hove a drawing of a lake. 
You will rKite you cannot see ony water This is the mentol 
pktwre you must hove on oil bodies of water that you fish. 
THIS IS WHAT THE FISH SEE 

Look this drowing over carefully. Con you pick out the 
different type structures’ What areos of the shoreline, or 
whot portioru of the weedline, should be potentiolly good 
water’ Why do you think the fisherman is not costing toward 
the shoreline? 
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BREAKS AND BREAKLINES 

For you to rr^ore thoroughly understand the bosic move¬ 
ments of fish on strvicture, let's toke o closer look at the 
structures themselves. Fish moving from the deep holes or 
chonnels on structure, such os those listed in the previous 
section, hove odditionol VISIBLE OBJECTS on the structure, 
which serve os guides for their migrations. We will classify 
these obfocts into two cotegories — BREAKS ond BREAK¬ 
LINES 

BREAKLINES ore the areos where there is a more ropid 
or sudden increase m depth — such os the edge of a chonnel, 
the “wall' of a weedline, the edge of a gully, a ledge, etc 
Most bodies of woter will hove mony breoklmes In some 
coses they ore eosy to see, while ot other times they are so 
small thot only the best fishermon con locate them 

We classify BREAKS os the other objects found olong 
bottom such os rocks, eroded spots, humps, logs, stumps, 
cleon spots, weeds, bushes, suisken objects, etc. 

The ''breoks" ond ' breoklines" help serve os guidelines 
ond 'signposts' by which the fish migrate, THEY ARE THE 
KEYS TO WHERE FISH WILL BE FOUND 

At this point, let me moke a couple more profound 
itotements WHEN FISH MOVE OR MIGRATE ON STRUC¬ 
TURE. THEY WILL EITHER PAUSE OR STOP AT A "BREAK" 
IN THE STRUCTURE. 

The weather and water conditiens that prevail at the 
time of movement (migrotion) will determine just how long 
the pause is. or at which 'break' they will finolly stop before 
turning around and heading bock to the homo area. 

Let us pause here, ond look at the above statements o 
little closer Many fishermen do not realize the importance 
of these focts TTwre ore two things involved here First, 
the breoks or>d breoklir^es serve os 'signposts' for the fish on 
their migrations. Second, they serve os the KEY to where 
the fish will be found at different times 

This second foct is the one so importont to you os o 
fisherman. Remember I soid, you better go to the fish, he 
moy not come to you’ Where then would you go’ Suppose 
you four>d the fish rwt nwving, ond you hod to woit for 
migration to occur, where would you wait? Where would 
you corKentrote ony effort’ 

Your reaction might be, "Well, I'd just keep working 
the whole structure", 

This IS rwt good enough There's lots wrong with this 
thought. 
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telling obout a successful fishing trip in one of the midwest 
reservoirs They hod good luck in the coves, where o feeder 
streom wos located The story wos quite good — up to a 
point where they gove credit for their success by soying; 
"The fish hod moved into the coves seeking the wormer 
woter of the feeder streom " 

In other words, whot they were soying wos thot o group 
of shivenrtg boss, out in the cold, mom port of the lake, got 
their heods together ond one said, "Hey you'se guys — I krvow 
where there's a cove where the water's warmer Let's go 
over there ond ploy around in that good, worm water I'm 
freeiirtg to deoth out here " 

Now — what ore the focts about this situotion^ In the 
first ploce the fish were perfectly comfortable where they 
were In the second ploce they hod no ideo whot wormer 
Of colder water was, nor where it might be locoted Two 
things ore irwolved here The SEASONAL migrotion of fish 
iust happened to put them into the coves ot thot particular 
firr»e They did r»ot hove ony choice in the matter Ortce they 
were there, the wormer woter formed a breok with the 
colder water The temperature of this warmer woter put 
more up or "spisirinktom" into them They were not os 
dormont os the fish in the colder woter They become eosier 
to catch, ond were sittirtg ducks for the fishermen The 
"breok" thot wos formed merely locked them in and they 
were more ready to toke o lure 

I om rxjt going to discuss how temperoture affects the 
amount of gases that o liquid con absorb, other than the 
foct, weother conditions moy be such that the omount of 
oxygen in the woter could effect fish movements In some 
isolated coses, depth orxl speed controls, or presentation of 
lures could be affected A Spoonplugger would not be con¬ 
cerned. os he would be checking the controls to the fullest 
extent onywoy 

During your fishing you sboaM not think of WEATHER 
in terms of temperoture. This does not mean chonges in 
temperature will rK>t offect fish, nor does it meon the fisher- 
mon doesn't change his tactics. (Later on you'll find if you 
present your lures orul boit properly you'll outomoticolly 
toke core of temperoture) YOU SHOULD VIEW WEATHER 
(and TEMPERATURE) IN TERMS OF UGHT. 

With this thought in mind we con rK>w make a hond rule 
THE LIGHTER OR RRIGHTER IT IS. THE TOUGHER THE 
FISHING WILL RE. THE DARKER THE CONDITIONS, THE 
•ETTER IT WILL RE. 
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It would be hard to recoil all the times in my tro^ 
ond fishing where the mistoken ideas on weather helped 
create the desired reoct.on from the fishermen I con t rwoll 
all the times I hove fished on a dork, cloudy. ^ ramy d^ 
ond where the subsequent cotch, not only shook up the 
fishermen, but caused them to moke the 
see the TERRIBLE weather under which he mode t^ cotc^ 

He wos the only one crazy enough to go out in t^t stut 
Worvler whot he would do under GOOD conditior^ 

Needless to soy. I didn't enlighten them on whot con¬ 
stitutes OOOO ond BAD weather in fishing 

I have no woy of knowing how many types of 
conditions might occur during o fishmg season Or>e look at 
ony weather mop will show all types of high or low pressure 
oreos, severe! kinds of 'fronts,' storms, hot oreos. cold oreos 
or wet ond dry oreos You name it — they show it 

We hove to pick o«t one of these conditions tor o 
storting point. One thot you con use cs o guide to your f ishii^ 
One thot will be the key for determining your chonces w 
success, ond the one thot will let you plon ywr toctics In 
other words, we hove to set up another rule of thumb . so to 
speok This bose is e COLD FRONT. . rni n 

It should be noted ot this time thot the word CCXD 
does not necessarily mean there is o big drop m temperoture 
The front octuolly the dividing line between two mosses 
of oir The difference m temperature of these two 
con vary, ot times it will be greot, while at others hord y 
noticeoWe The moin difference between the two o.r mossw 
is thot one is wormer, holding o higher mo.^re conten 
while the other is o drier moss of cooler air The former is 
usuolly ossocioted with a LOW. while the later 
with 0 HIGH The mosses of air which move through 
United Stotes ore normolly from the west to the eost is 
direction con vary, but for oil procticol purposes this is the 
dominant direction . 

The front itself is usuolly ossocioted with very rough 
weother, such os heovy rom. squall Imes (thunder stor^), 
etc This is especially true when there is a grMt temperoture 
difference between the two irvjsses of oir If the tempemture 
difference is slight, these fronts ore 

When observing or viewing a COLD FRONT, here o^m^ 
you do no# view it h, terms of temperoture. but m«teod 
relate it to LIGHT conditions. There is a relationship betv^n 
the light or>d the temperoture, ond if there is o greot drop 
,n temperoture ofter the front posses, or^ it losts for a long 
period, the light will be effected accordingly 
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importoni controls, such ot dvpth ar>d speed — color isn't 
thot important 

SIZE CONTROL. 

AAony fishermen stick to or>e size or weight of lure They 
will rwver toke it off regardless of the depth they might be 
working Lure SIZE should be cortsidered as o coetrol. 

Never look ot size in relotiorohip to the fish you expect 
to cotch Just because you're not fishir>g for wholes doesn't 
meon you should r>ot use lorge lures Alwoys remember 
fhot fish, such os boss, will try to eot onything their own 
size — moybe even longer You con cotch small fish on 
lorge lures and large fish on small lures. Many times you 
will catch fish smoller thon your lure 

Lure SIZE is importont from the standpoint of getting 
better depth control In most situotions it is procticolly im- 
possible to work effectively deep water with o small lure, 
unless weights, leoded lines, etc, ore used, and the use of 
these are not without problems It would also be difficult to 
take a lorge, deep-running lure ond work the shallows 

If there is any size preference, it urould be occording 
to depth, thot is, the deeper the fish the lorger the lure. The 
noturol food of fish is stacked this way. ond certainly fish 
con see the lures better if fished in this monr>er 

A size prefererKC moy exist urxfer certain circumstances 
or>d with some species But, os stated eorlier, if will normolly 
be according to depth It's wise ot times to check the deeper 
woter with different sizes where presentotion of the lure is 
not too difficult Such os. when costing a |ump type lure 
(jig. worm, etc.) m very cold water The smaller sizes moy 
seem to work better ot times, but os the water worms, and 
the fish s rnctabolism speeds up, it may bo found the larger 
lures will be more effective For some species, a smoll swim¬ 
ming lure worked deep seems to be preferred at certain times 
In this instance o smalt lure could be pulled down by attaching 
o troiler to o lorge, deep running lure 

At ell timet, use weights end SIZES which allow you to 
protent hires correctly for the conditions and what you're 
trying to occomplish ot that portkulor timo. This will put 
SIZE in its proper perspective. 

SPEED CONTROL 

The definition of speed is velocity — on ob|ect moving 
ot so mony miles per hour, or per foot, or per second When 
we speak of SPEED control in fishing, many immediately 
think of a lure movir>g at a FAST rote through the water If 
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you work o lure in such o wov OS to let ^ ® 

moment, without ony movement, then »^ ****^'* ”~ 
Thus sp^ con vory from zero to very, very slow, up to very, 
verv lost, with voriorKes in between 

The overoge fisherman hos nev^ be^ 
lust how lost his lure was moving through the wo^ 
hos been plogued through the years with 
obout howVl^lure must be 

using o fost speed wos o r»-fio T»« wo^ S« ^igrity 

to i^ress upon you the importonce of i^troll ng the ^loc^ 

with which your lure moves throi^ 

like most fishermen you fish too slow ^r 

and porticulorly when working m shoHow 

effor^to streu the Importonce the speed, ^ ^-f^r 

the mistoken idea they ^ 

the lake Speed is importont, BUT in the prope 

under certom coriditions .. 

Whot are the oreos ond 

Weather ond water TEMPERATURE^ iXr 

conditions thot determine speed As ^ 

tempereture. nse. so does speed, « w«ither ond woter 
temperetures decreose, so does speed 

^llow water ond deep woter work differ in 
Foster ond more voned speeds ore used when work.^ ^ 
shallows thon when working the rnigrotion ro^ <K t^ 
bottom sonctuory When workir^ berttom in dc^ 
soeed is reduced to o minimum The controlling foctor here 
ni or fxinping of the lure on the sonctuory ^ 

m.J::t::^ nSe H^th? speed 

pnxkice o steody wolk or bump The deeper you fish, ^ 
^ colder the water, the slower the walk w bui^ 

The correct speed con only be determined ot the time you 

*Ahl^ stort with sufficient speed to give the lure some 
action, then increose ot mtervols Keep in "’’"f 
speod will be needed during your JL 

creese it os weother ond woter cooh unt.^ ^ f^T 
minimum during th. colder port, of ^ ^ 

winter, eorly spring). Only by varying *^J^t 

pmductiv. Jne be found If you use t^ some 

usod in April, then your chonew for ^ 

greyly decreased Thot April speed needs more zip in it 

w throw oil oction. color ond %>xe. ^rjd m giK 
tockle bo* ond use It oil olo^ o Po;^‘«i; 
if you hoven't coroidered speed, you hoven t fid>ed the oreo 
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♦Horooghly or completvly 

depth control 

tnk^ ^‘s*’*rmen do not reolii. or 

toke into coosiderotion, thof fish chorvie their deoth Ir 

cor^crf cotch 

iLuM i!! U depth control 

ftshir^ be done os effectively qs possiwe 

"V ^ CONTROL in its simplest form | could 

^th^f ^ P“"P°“ Oetfing a lure 

You must opprooch DEPTH CONTROL in o 

(deoth) fTK^f ^ '^*'’ *° bsh 

(depth I ^t be bosed on knowledge in terms of 
DiHerent Species 
Different Seasons 
Different Woter Conditions 
Different Weother Conditions. 

Different Lokes 
Different Structures 
Different Bottom Condition* 

Different Time Periods 

***^ be n»ode longer, but these few show the 

^t^o'SU'T* ^ CONTROL, ond the importont 

Wd ploys in consistent, ond successful fishing All of the 

^borough understondirtg of this subfect 
din^t^H your studies and efforts should be 

ol th,. conf™i _ ,s 
WHAT, WHERE, WHEN, WHY ond HOW 

BASIC CONTROLS 

ond T COLOR 

nl^h^^S!!!!!!'* ? ^ beginning, reduced to o minimum 
t^rSit to hove o chonce of finding 

of these controls, they will hove to S 
you o "»r. workoble 

r«^* thot ^ c^ld run into on ony fishing tnp would be 
^ eliminoting them even further 
you wll be able to fish m o more systemotic fashion 

You should hove noted thot oil of these controls ore 
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bosic ond fundomentol. and that oil will certomly affect 
your success to some degree Some will become r^ne while 
others will require o greoter effort on your port Wh^te rwne 
of the bosic controls con be elimirHrted I con never^less 
use this vrofd as a moons of reducir>g the list still further 
The first one we will eliminote is ACTION 
We know olreody thot octKsn olone will not put fish 
on the stringer It must be used with speed, or we lose it 
ond hove rvjthmg It must be used with depth, or whot g^ 
would it be^ Fish can t be enticed by o wig^e unlw ^ 
con see It A wiggle is on AID not o control Thus, ACT ON 
CONTROL WOULD BE ACHIEVED BY SPEED CONTROL. 

The next to go is COLOR. „ 

Testing to see if one color is preferable to onother 
presents no greet problem But, whotever coI<k is us^.t 
must be at the depth where fish con see it A fish can t e<d 
ony color unless he knows it's ovoiloble Color may be 
of interest if it's iust lying there with no movement but o 
fish could become interested if he sow it escopmg (speed) 
Color placed in this light becomes onother AID, rother than o 
control 

The hoTKl rule for color (bright conditions, bright lures, 
dork conditions, dork lures) is sufficient os far os color is 
concerned You ore concerned with color only m conjunction 
with light conditions thot exist at the time This rule certomly 
eliminotes this control as o worry or concern If you hove o 
fovorite color — USE IT 

The third control we will eliminote is SIZE 
If I were to estoblish o rule for size I would soy, SmoH 
lures m the shallows, ond os the depth mcreosw, lure sue 
increoses " You con readily understood how difficult contw 
would be if the reverse were true, if smoHer fish in the 
shadows went only for lorge lures, ond the longer, deeper fish 
went only for smoll lures, you'd be in deep trouWe 

Our concern, or control of *«e, con be hondled without 
much difficulty Different sizes ore ovoiloble ond you merely 
toke time to test them out by using sizes orid weight s th^ 
enable you to work the various depths ot different speeds 
You could hove o tockle box full of sizes ond still draw o 
Wank if you didn't put them ot the right depth or move them 
ot the correct speed Here ogam, this Control becomes more 
of on AID, rother thon a mojor control 

Out of the five CONTROLS ongmolly listed, three hove 
been eliminated or redossified os AIDS. You now wme to 
the two remoming controls — DEPTH and SPEED These ere 
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the MAIK CONTROLS. 

You con now proceed on a mechonical bosis, os you o 
in o w to estoblish procederes thot will give you coeti 
^ved You no longer hove to wor 
combinotion of five (5) controls, b 

or>e for the other 

You h<^ o lot of study ond effort to do on these tv 

^pE depth ond speed. WHEN depth ond speed ^ 
^h o^ sp^ ond HOW depth ond spe«l This knowled, 
the selection of lures, thot m^ 
nove the right size, color or action 



FIGURE 36 


Figure 36 shows the controls left thot will enable you 
1w cotch fuh out of this leke. All other foctors. such os— 
dei^ meters, lures, rods, lines, boots, motors, costing and 
^ling oWlity, etc — ore only AIDS to help you accomplish 


HAND RULES FOR CONTROLS 
ACTION. Treat os speed 
COLORS' Light - light; Dork • dork; Neutral 


SIZE A. pe, d.p<h Ho« 

SPEED A* per temperature ond depth. Check it out 
depth Work oil cowectly ot the proper piece ond t^ 
One finol thought If YOU wont to become o g^ 
shermon And if YOU wont to f«l W 
ishing for ony species, then heed this ALL fithuif^C 
KSES eiMl ALL fHhiog FAILURES. MUST be omwered m 
srls of DEPTH end SPEED control. NEVER try to answer o 
ishing question in terms of AIDS - ».*«, *1'^' 

csting. trollmg, fishing equipment, intelligence of t^ dj. 
»«rthef, woter conditions, traffic, odor or po"“hon_ NO- 
rniNC but DEPTH ond SPEED You gotto breathe 't. 
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reverse (free spool), such os in lenir>g out line, 
be sure the boiHlIes do not disengo9e from the spool. 
The Spoonplugger reel hos this feature 

The reel spool should be fairly well filled with line, and 
normally l(X) yards is o sufficient aoKKint for fishing 
needs, but on many reels this arrrount does not fill the 
spool to the proper capacity In this instance, on orbor 
or 'bocking' should be used 

LINES 

Here ogom, you ore foced with the situation where 
one Item will not prove sotisfoctory for complete control m 
both casting ond trolling 

Bosicolly the monofiloment lines ore best They do not 
get wet, they slice through the woter, otkI they come in 
sufficient strengths for rrxtst any type of fishing If o fisher¬ 
man mainly fishes topwater, or m instances where o sinkirrg 
line IS not desired, then the braided type line may be better 
Since we are rxjt corKemed with specific situations, we 
will discuss monofilaments 

Costing 

When usirrg o monofilarrrent lirre on a level winding 
reel, it is best that the line not be too soft, or limber 
The soft lirres were developed primarily for spinnir>g 
reels, ond some ore very difficult to cost on o level 
windir>g reel Use lines thot hove more stiffness rolher 
thon limpness ond elosticity Normally the cheoper >4 
lb spools ore better thon the more expensive kind 
For better control ond with a minimum loss of lures o 
0 test of oround 15 lbs. is recommended. A heavier 
test, under some fishing conditions, may be colled for 
Anytime the test is dropped below 12 lbs. you could 
stort running into troubles, ond these troubles ore un¬ 
necessary Loss of control, lures, ond fish is uncalled for 

Trolling Line 

You usually have very little choice in choosing o good 
morx)filament trolling line. In most instonces you hove 
to settle for o line that is too soft ond too stretchy. 
Tryir%g to troll with it is like trying to troll with o rubber 
bo^. Communication with the lure is lost ond the inter¬ 
pretation needed is difficult to get You ore foced with 
a loss of lures, as well os losing the 'feel' of whot ts 
going on under the surface Soft, stretchy lines produce 
an excess bow in the line, reducing its efficiency still 
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further To perform as required, a good trolling line 
should be herd ar>d stiff with the stretch removed. 

To hove complete control while trolling, you should 
kmw at all times opiproximateiy how much lir>e you 
are running, ortd should be oble to return to the same 
length oixe the lure ts brought in. This colls for the line 
to be metered in some fashion. 

Lines from 12 lb. test up to 25 lb test would, m nrvDst 
instoixes, hove sufficient strength to cover most ony 
situation that would occur. 

As stoted, a proper trolling line is most difficult to find, 
ond It was for this reason the No-Bo Trolling Line was 
produced by Buck's Boits. This line comes in different 
tests ond diameters, it has the stiffness, stretch re¬ 
moved, arxl IS metered every 30 feet with color markings 

Trolling Lines • Weighted 

As stated, fishermen get mto trouble ofter reoching 
depths of 15-20 feet With the lures available, he 
conrxjt reach effectively below this depth on a rxjrmal 
troll with o morxjfiloment line In order to go beyond 
this depth, he must start getting outside ossistonce 
This con be done by odding weights to help pull the 
lures deeper, or he con go to o leaded or wire line In 
most instances, he hos to socnfice something — ond 
in this cose. It is control Most of these items used to 
get odditional depth ore mean to work, arxi should only 
be used in speciol instances But I wouldn't be cought 
fishing withMJt on extra trolling reel filled with wire line 

It should olso be pointed out thot o combmotion of the 
monofiloment line and the weighted, or wire line, can 
be used A section of weighted line 10 20 yds long 
odded to the front of the monofiloment will give 
additional depth with foir control 

LINE DIAMETER 

The diameter of the line ploys o part m |ust how much 
depth control con be obtomed with ony particular style lure. 
The smaller the diometer the greater the depth If we 
were to pick one os being the best all-around one, it would 
be one of 15 to 17 pound test This line gives good strength 
feel ond depth After experience is gomed, and if the waters 
do not contain too many weeds, brush or hangs, then you 
con drop the diameter One point to remember though, the 
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larger diometers give more 'feel' orxf strength, but with a 
loss in depth, orxi the smaller diameters give additional depth, 
but with a loss in strength and 'feel' (control) 

Many fishermen view line diameter and test in regards 
to the fish "seeing" the line They moy often soy, "I couldn't 
buy o strike until I switched to 4 pixind line." They were 
answering a fishir^ failure or o fishing success m terms of 
line diameter, visibility etc Personally, I wont the fish to 
see my line I want him to krtow I am around, or my lure is 
around If the lirw will get his ottention, then hooray for it 

The obove fishermen were giving credit for success to 
light line, ond the ability of the fish to see or rxit to see it^ 
What they should hove known wos that with the speed they 
were usir>g, or the speed eecessory at the time, a small 
diometer line wos required to meieteiM depth control. You 
gotta keep in mind, these two controis nxist be mointomed 
AT THE SAME TIME 

YOU MUST NOT ANSWER A FISHING QUESTION 
BY ANYTHING EXCEPT DEPTH AND SPEED CONTROL 
Eorlier I stated that a good oll-orourKl line would be one of 
15 pound test This gives good strength, good hondlmg of 
most situotions good for most lure weights, sues, etc BUT, 
suppose I wonted to use a 1/16 ouixe jig I am working the 
bottom ot a fair depth, and I find I con't get good speed 
ond depth control on this small jig by using my 15 pound 
line The resistor^ce between the woter and the lorge di¬ 
ometer line completely kills my efforts to work the jig 
projaerly I firxf the weight is not sufficient to sink the lir>e 
properly, ond not only do I lose speed control, I lose depth 
control os well I find I em fishing the line instead of the hsre. 
This becomes more ocute if the jig hos a trailer I firxl that if 
I reduce the line diameter, say — to 4 pounds, then I can 
work the hire- This smaller diameter does not produce friction 
in the woter greot enough to offect my depth and speed 
control on such o small, light jig. 

Maybe I could get pretty good depth ar>d speed control 
on a *.4 ounce jig, with slightly bigger diameter line, but I 
might find in order to get the DESIRED control, with the 15 
pound test, I would proboWy hove to move up to a 44 ounce 

or o V4 ourKe jig. 

The some applies when working a fly, nymph, etc If 
my line diometer was too great, I would rtot get depth or 
sp^ control that may be necessary ot ony porticulor time 
If I reduce this diometer to a hoir, thin line, I con moke 
the fly perform in ony way I wish I con floot it noturolly, etc 


This I could not do with a heavy, drugging line 

Some time you may be fithing croppie with live bait 
You find the fish ore taking a lively, swimming minnow If 
the minrww is deed, you find they ignore it You moy find 
in this situation thot the oction is best with smoller diameter 
line One which would not hinder the Speed of the minnow 

At other times, when fishing croppie, you find it 

doesn't motter whether the minnow is olive or dead, m fact, 

the dead mmrxtw appears best A hunk of cut bait (cut 
from the side of a croppie) works better ot times If you 

tested further you might find thot with this speed control 

you could hong the bait on on anchor rope oixf it wouldn't 
moke any difference 

Suppose you are working a deep bar for walleyes, you 
ore usir>g o slidir>g sinker ng with iive boit such os o mght- 
crowler, minnow, etc You moy be drifting, rowing, or bock 
trolling to move the bait on bottom The movement of the 
boot orx) the line drog is pulling the bait up, and the smker ts 
holding it down You should see, if much speed it used, the 
boit will leave bottom — loss of depth control You should 
see ot once thot the line diometer may be the cause 

It might be well to bnr»g m here that mony fishermen 
lood down their lines ond lures with a big trxip swivel Some 
will use o 100 lb test srtop swivel ond a 4 lb test lirw — 
which mokes no sense whotsoever Others will use a snoo 
swivel bigger thon the lure, killir>g any performance the lure 
might hove For most fishing, casting ond trolling — a hto 2 
snap is sufficient The snap tied directly to the lirte will give o 
flexible joint between the lure and the line, and will focilitate 
the changing of lures 

BOATS AND MOTORS 

These ore items on which the final decision will be 
mode by you However, there ore a few thoughts which 
should be considered in making the selection First we stote 
— rwt too big, not too little 

In choosirsg o boot ond motor for fishing in most waters, 
such os lakes, reservoirs, streams and coostol waters, the 
nnoin mistake mode by fishermen is thot they do not toke 
into consideration thot 0 boat ar>d motor con be too big for 
obtaining maximum control in all oreos of fishing SirKe rnoet 
will not use o boat too small ond unsafe, I won't be as corv 
cemed that they con be too small If the size of the boot and 
motor limits speed ond depth control, then the fisherman is 
odding odditional problems to his chonces of success My 
obligation Is to point out what will allow control with the 
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LOCATING fish. Aftsr this is done, rhen costing comes (nto 
ploy 

There ore many instances where only one procedure is 
advisable. This is due to the nvike-up of the structure, or 
the conditions of weother ond woter, orxJ how fish ore re- 
octir>g to these conditions. 

Some woters ore so full of weeds it is impossible to troll 
to any degree Others ore so full of vegetotion thot only 
top woter or weedless lures can be used effectively There 
ore some thot ore, for oM procticol purposes, unfit for 
costing You con just irryigme fishermen going into the 
Great Lakes ofter salmon equipped only with casting gear. 

At times weother ond water cor>ditiorn ore such that it 
would not be odvisable to go after fish (stragglers) by 
the castir>g route Trolling would be the answer at this tinie, 
but a few days before, catting would hove been the correct 
procedure to limit out in short order on lunker fish 

There are other examples where some situation colls 
for only one type of presentotion, but the thing you must 
olwoys be corKerned obout is presenting lures at the right 
ploce, ot the right time, and in the nght rrxmner This colls 
for both costing and trolling. There ore very few waters 
where both cannot be done nx)St of the time 

The importont thing you must consider of this time. 
IS rwt whether you prefer to cost or to troll You must be 
able to take odvontoge of the fishing situation os it coiv 
fronts you You must go about your fishing in such o woy 
os to make you o better fishermen You should agree thot 
this con be measured in results or in catches You mutt not 
LIMIT yourself to any one porticulor procedure. 

I hove seen fishermen limiting themselves in costing 
and trollirig by the gear they hove chosen I hove seen them 
using boats ond motors so big ond so eloborotely rigged 
they cost a small forturw, yet these fishermen ore limited 
os to their presentation. A fisherman, under the above 
circumstonces, could only proceed to the neor vicinity of o 
productive structure ond cost the shoHows It would be 
difficult and unlikely thot he could position the boot properly 
for complete coveroge of the structures Usually, the fisher- 
mon who is noi properly equipped with boot ond motor is 
not equipped tockle-wise to efficiently do onything but 
costing And m most coses, o limited type of costing ArxJ 
os for as trolling is conceimed, he is rwt equipped to do that 
with any degree of success 

If I seem to stress or dwell on this porticulor point, the 
reasons should be obvious I om in o position to be well 
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aware of the problems it brings about, ond the fact it is 
becoming so wide spreod today IF AT ANY TIME YOUR 
EQUIPMENT IS A CAUSE FOR YOU TO NOT CONTROL 
DEPTH AND SPEED CORRECTLY AND THORfXiCHLY, OR 
CAUSE YOU TO "SHY" AWAY, OR IS "TOO MUCH 
TROUBLE", THEN IT SHOULD BE REPLACED Too many 
fishermen will rtot admit their choice of equipment wos 
wrong, especially in boots ond motors, or>d will continue to 
fish in a "hit or miss" fashion They ore 'deed' os for as ever 
becoming a good fisherman. 

Almost any presentation will catch fish ot one time or 
another And, olmost any lure, or tockle will catch fish at 
some time or other; but the key to successful fishing is to 
toke odvontoge of ANY situotion. If one set of rigging, or 
one type of presentation will not EXPAND your fishing 
knowledge end success, then you should provide yourself 
with those that will — whether it be costing or trolling. 

Let's go bock to thot renryjrk I mode m The Bosic Move¬ 
ments of Fish. I stated thot the fish were either in the 
shallows, in the deepest water, or somewhere in-between. 
Whot this means is thot you must fish all of these sections 
to determine where the fish ore. It olso moons, thot you must 
present your lures and boit in o manner (ond oreo) which 
will eliminate oil unproductive water to arrive at the fish 
You MUST present your lures correctly in the shallows, in 
the deepest water, orid in the in-between woter. It would be 
a sod state of affairs if after fishing a stretch of water, you 
hod your doubts os to whether it contained fish or not 









reason is the some, by trollir>g he simply covers o greet 
deol more woter thon he possibly con by casting 

Another rcoson for trolling thot is often overlooked 
Is proper lure presentation urxier certoin conditions. 
Speed control is o good example Most fishermen reolize 
thot lure speed is O foctor in moking o fish strike but 
few reolize just how importont a stight differerKe in 
speed con be. There ore times when it is r>ot possible to 
cost orxl retrieve o lure consistently at the speed needed 
to make fish strike. A troller con mointoin on exoct 
speed Simply by checking his throttle setting while 
the coster must rely on feel. Lure speed con be especicily 
criticol when "walking" a Spoor^lug on on underwater 
bar The more occurote speed control obtoinable by troll- 
ir>g is one of the reasons why fish ore sometimes caught 
in lorge numbers on o certoin spot when trolling while 
few ore cought costing to the exoct some place 

Nothing in fishing is more important, thon moin- 
foining proper depth control I could fill these pioges 
with this subiect Trollir>g, in so many instances is the 
only woy it con be done. For this reason alone, the 
fishermon should learn how to troll. 

One reason for trolling and is unique to the Spoon- 
plugger To properly fish underwoter structures (bars, 
sunken islorids, etc.) you must first locate and then map 
these structures It is on almost impossible tosk to fir>d 
and map underwater structure by costing but a good 
troller con do the job easily and quickly 

A resume of reosons for trolling %vouldn*t be com¬ 
plete without mentioning the enjoyment you will get out 
of trolling with someone who, becouse of oge, infirmities, 
or lock of experience, cannot successfully catch fish on 
his own People in this cotegory get as much en|oyment 
out of catching a good fish as does the more experienced 
fisherman. The fishermon who understonds how to troll 
con take his family fishing with complete confiderKe 
that the smallest member able to hold a rod will catch 
fish I persor>ally get more enjoyment when the kids 
cotch a fish than when I cotch one myself Mony times 
they catch the lorgest fish of the doy when trolling 

Eorly fishing success while trolling encouroges the 
young fishermon, and the inexperierKed, to explore 
other n>ethods of fishing with the result he leoms to cost 
and in time becomes a good fisherman Wives becoming 
odept ot ploying big fish on rod and reel ore eogcr to 
learn how to cost and to try other methods of fishing 


I have only touched on some of the more important 
reasons for learning how to troll, other reosons could be 
added Suffice to soy in conclusion thot to be considered 
a well rounded fishermon you must learn to be a good 
troller os welt os o good caster. Trollir^ will not only odd 
to your enjoyment of fishing but will also result in larger 
or»d more consistent catches ond, some of our romontic 
outdoor writers to the contrary, fishermen do go fishing 
to catch fish." 


As I observe the overoge troller fishir>g his porticular 
body of woter, I find his greatest restrictions ore those that 
be inflicts upon himself. Nomely — improper equipment and 
lock of krvjwledge os to "how" and "wf^" trolting is oil 
obout 

Equipment thot I rK>rmally see being used is good for 
one thing only — droggir>g a lure A long, limber rod will 
not ollow you to troll correctly. You hove rw 'feel', lures will 
not perform, lure losses will increose, more tiring — |ust a 
lousy set-up A limp line, usuolly used m conjurKtion with 
this type of rod gives a tremerxlous "bow" to the line; 
offectir^g control still further Even if a fishermon hos the 
knowhow, he could rxit do the job of trolling odequately 
with this type of ng 

On tfw other hand, o troller with the proper rig could 
be fust os hondicopped in ochievmg the proper results, if 
he does not know why trolling is importont orsd how it should 
properly be done We would venture to soy thot the coster, 
who only costs the shorelirse and who hos not the foggiest 
notion about presentation, hos a better chonce of cotching a 
fish thon the troller who does not know how to present lures 
properly m trolling* 

On one occasion, I wos irtstructmg a fishermon in the 
proper procedures for successful trolling The porticular loke 
we were fishing wos large ond the structures were long ond 
rather flot, extending into the lake in some instances a 
quarter of o mile or more 

Shortly ofter getting on the loke, I threw a morker in 
water thot wos a good quorter mile from the neorest shore¬ 
line We then went to the shoreline ond began to discuss 
trolling techniques During the discussion, he interrupted 
severol times wonting to know why I hod thrown the rrsorker 
in the middle of the loke I osk^ him to be potlent, and 
explained thot if he trolled this section of the loke properly, 
he would wind up hitting the morker 








FIGURE 38 


In Figure 38, focus your attention on the position of 
two trollers. The fishermen runnir>g the boot is positioned 
to the right of the motor, focirtg slightly toward his left, 
he IS steering the boot with his left horKi, reel in right bond 
(more in the palm of the hand rather thon holding with a 
pistol grip) the rod is ocross his lop and con be supported 
with the knee, or con even rest on the side of the boot. This 
position allows him to be comfortoble and relaxed He has 
very little exertion or rod movement unless he desires to 
direct his lures on turns by roismg or lowering his rod tip. 

The second fisherman should be seated far erxjugh 
forward in the boot so that eoch fisherman hos no problem 
of interfering with eoch other, and this position stabilizes 
the boot for easier moneuvering He should be facing toward 
the motor, working from his left side. He is holding the rod 
in hit lap with both bonds Since his rod is low, he exerts 
little or no effort to oilow his line to swir>g in ogoinst the 
side of the boot on a turn to the left. On a turn to the right, 
he doesn't hove to do onything, unless he desires to moke 
hit lure "cut ocross" on the turn, which it eosily done by 
raising the rod tip. 

I hove seen fishermen sitting in a boot in the correct 
position, but trolling from the wrong side of the boot. Such o 
nnan will be steering the boot with his left horyi, but hos his 
body in o twisted position with his right orm flung out ovei 
the side of the b^ arxl holdirtg his rod in o pistol grip 
fashion. He is unable to control the boot properly in this 
position, ond he certainly hos no control over his rod. The 
contortions thot take place when he gets hung on o snog, or 
when o fish tokes, ore unbelievable to behold. 
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FIGURE 39 

In Figure 39 a top view of o portion of o body of water 
is shown. It shows shallow water olortg the shoreline It 
shows o bar, which is the most common structure used os o 
migration route It also shows the deep hole or channel You 
should know by rxjw that fish origirxite and spend most of 
their time in deep water. When they migrate and scotter 
in the shallows, the poth they take is along structure, in 
this cose the bar. 

When trolling the shallows, you will normally pick out 
a section of a shoreline, and this section might be quite 
long. In foct, ot times, in smaller lakes, you may troll the 
shallows completely oround the lake before beginning your 
work in deep water In order for you to elimmote the shallows 
by trolling, the selection of lures must be such that ALL 
d^hs ore covered thoroughly This would mean your lures 
must run ot different depths. Just pulling one lure through 
the woter, in the shollows, would in no way elimmote the 
whole section. It would only eliminate that port where the 
lure was runnir^g correctly This means thot to cover the 
shallow water in o particular oreo, you would hove to make 
severol passes, using lures which run at different depths. 

When you stort your deep woter work you will no longer 
be concerned with any great portion of the shoreline From 
this point on your presentotion of lures will not be over a 
wide oreo. It will be on a narrow path leoding into the deep 
water You will be corKentroting on a possible migration 
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route thot leods the fish from deep water to the shollows, 
ond vice-versa (Figure 39 - the bar). Not only will the oreo 
be restricted, but it will not include ell of tke depths, such 
os you hod in the shallows. 

Your selection of lures in trolling deeper woter, must 
be such thot you con reoch os much of the migrotion route, 
or structure, os possible This means oil depths, ond all 
sections. You must moke your trolling posses in such a woy, 
that oil lures used, will BUMP or WALK on the bottom If 
you inoke o trolling poss, on ony section, otk) your lure does 
not work directly on the bottom, you may woste o trolling poss 

Normal trollir>g will not scare fish They moy be moie 
"skittish" in the early port of the seoson when the water is 
colder, but os the weotf^r ond water warms, the passir>g of a 
boat is often tmnes on aid Different lengths of line would 
take core of these conditions if they should occur — longer 
lines in the eorly seoson, less line os it worms 

The shoreline would be a determining foctor in the 
amount of line you let out A shorter line would be used in 
trolling olong o crooked or irregular shoreline end o longer 
line used when trolling o stroight shoreline The shorter line 
length would moke it easier to follow oil the crooks ond 
turns A longer line is necessary in reoching greater depth 

In trollirig, the poth the lure tokes con be controlled to 
o great extent by the position of your rod tip If the rod tip is 
high, the lure will "cut ocross" on oil turns, but if the red 
tip IS low, the woter drog on the line will cause the line ond 
lure to follow the poth of the boot to o greater degree If o 
boot holds two trollers, the one on the "outside" of o turn 
should put his rod tip low ollowiisg his line to come ogoinst 
the side of the boot The "outside" line will then be kept 
sofe from the rrwtor ond the lure will not cut ocross or 
tongle with the other line. 

Another thing which might be mentioned is the prob¬ 
lem encountered ofter you reoch the 15 foot depth The 
omourrt of line used, the type of line used, or the lure types 
used to reoch depths below this 15 feet will seperote the 
men from the boys It becomes irKreosingly more difficult 
to hove control beyond this depth The "feel" storts to dis¬ 
appear, interpretation becomes border — fishing in general 
just bKomes more difficult ond tiring To cop ell this, 
os depth increases, the fishenmon hos to become more exoet. 
Fish reoct to depth in such o woy thot they ore more difficult 
to cotch and more exoct presentotion must be mode in order 
to moke them toke BUT, you nnist not poss up this deep 


woter trolling just because it is difficult Working this water 
or trying to ploce your lures correctly in this water, is the 
finest teacher oround It may take some time for you to 
become exoct, but it will be well worth your effort. 

If I appeor to hove put a lot of emphasis on trolling, 
you ore right In my opinion it tokes for more skill to become 
a good troller thon it does to become a good coster For 
generotions fishermen have been instructed m the proper 
procedure for costing, but never on trolling There is o 
definite purpose for every trolling monuever And in the 
firKil analysis, it is trolling thot will tell you where, when, 
why, and how to cost. I can't toy the some for casting. 

Trolling will be o constont reminder of DEPTH ond 
SPEED control — casting will not If you limit yourself to 
costir^, or overdo it, pretty soon you will be putting faith in 
the size, color, ond oction of your lures, rather thon in 
Depth ond Speed control You con put this in your pipe 
and smoke It, becouse it will happen 

Trolling will also more quickly eliminote unproductive 
water, greatly focilitotcs orxf shortens the time of mopping 
and interpretation, oHows a greater oreo to be covered to 
find fish, produces more 'stroggler' (Remember these fish 
are importont on those doys which produce little or no move¬ 
ment). allows more voned and better speed arxf depth 
control, competes with modem doy traffic, mokes fishing o 
family sport, no casting skill is rwe^d, allows the use of lure 
weights ond sizes which moy not be usoble with the available 
costing rig — plus mony more 

While Spoonpluggers ore taught the importonce of 
trolling, this does not rule out costing by any meons. If you 
wont to become o good fHkerman you mutt be ia a position 
to do BOTH in o sene ond intelligent manner. 

CASTING 

When discussing TOOLS, I indicated I was riot going 
to talk about exotic or specialized equipment and skills. The 
some thif>g applies here, when discussing CASTING These 
'foncies' may hove their ploce in the overall picture of fish¬ 
ing, but whot port they ploy for you, is your business. 

As for os I om concerned, whether you are a good 
coster, reolly doesn't matter If you con cost good it will be 
on AID. but certainly rwt o r>ecessity A youngster who can't 
cost ot oil, but has to fling the lure out, such os when using o 
sling, hos just os much chonce of cotchir>g a fish, os the 
guy with the foncy gear, and who con "drop it in a bucket" 
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FIGURE 43 

Figure 43 show* a long, crooked weedline This weed- 
line <or shoreline) is not straight, but berKis In ond out with 
short, "fir>ger*"- 

Most fishermen would pkice their boot in position "A" — 
out from the weedlme, ond nr»oke costs toword shore The 
• "expert" coster* would hove you believe thot your lur* must 
check every little crook orvf turn ond hole along this weedlir>e. 
Unless the weedlme wos completely visible very few of his 
costs would cover the water correctly. 

Position 'B" would be the preferred kxotion, simply 
because the area could be checked more easily ond effectively 
The exoct weedlme could be estoblished. or^ costir^g would 
require no speciol skill sirKe only the tips of the "fingers" 
would be worked to estoblish if any fish were along the 
weedlme (or shoreline). If there ore no fish on the 'fir^gers', 
it is not likely there will be any in the pockets. If fish are 
locoted on the fir^rs, it is then on eosy nr^itter to check the 
pockets 
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FIGURE 44 


To fully cover a long structure (bar) by castir>g, the 
boot should be moved to several positiorts os shown in Figure 
44. Position one (1) would ollow you to fan cost orxi to cover 
oil of the shallow section within reach From this position 
you con check ar>y weodline, or ony other break, that moy be 
present. AtkI, os your costs swing orourej toward the deeper 
techon, the kire would be oilowed to sink to bottom before 
the retneve is started. After this section has been worked, 
the boat would be moved to position two (2) This would be 
obout where your casts reached from your previous position^ 
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The some procedure should be followed os m the number 
one (I) position 

Continue to move the boot ond follow the some costing 
procedure until the lost position is reoched The lost position 
should put you within reoch of the breokline or drop-off 

In almost all cases a breokline ot the end of a structure 
will occur ot o shollower depth than the deep woter sonctuory 
In other words, fish will drop off into a hole or chonrwl 
before stopping There ore only o few isolated coses where 
the deep woter sanctuary will be on the structure 

It IS r>ot likely the sonctuory will ever be found directly 
off the 'contoct point.' It could be to the nght or the left, or 
so for out thot It couldn't be reoched from ony position on 
the structure. This is one of the reosons you often hove to 
exercise patience for the fish to move However, when fish 
are fovmd at a breokline or o drop-off, and the oction stops 
after o few fish are caught, it is wise to immediately go 
deeper off the breokline In mony instonces odditionol fish 
con be cought This would olso hold true on susperrded fish, 
such as walleye, souger, northern, etc., found off a breokline 
The oction ond commotion of cotching fish may cause the 
fish to drop deeper, orxf a deeper lure should be used immedi¬ 
ately when the oction slows, or stops 

Lures used for presentotion on a structure such os this, 
must allow Depth and Speed control m all areos You might 
Stott, "Is there ony particular style, or category of lures that 
I c(m use to be sure I am fishing the water correctly If to, 
how long should I cost in each position?" 

On o ixirmol structure, ond on a typical fishing doy, use 
two lure types before movir^g the boot to o new position I 
use a sinking, free-running bottom bumping lure first Then 
I use a jump-type lure, such os a jig, worm, etc Normolly 5 
costs with eoch will test the area I personolly never use 
more than five (5) costs to check ANY areo or position 

If live or deod boit is used, the procedures would be the 
some, with the exception, on the retrieve the boit would be 
moved o short distance ond stopped, moved ond stopped, 
until the total retrieve is mode 

SPEED CONTROL IN CASTING. 

When costir^ any portion of a body of woter, the fisher¬ 
men is often rwt oware of the importonce of speed control, 
and will not vary his retrieve speed to find the most effective 
one Many foil to toke into considerotion just how MANY fish 
can be caught out of o school Cfoce it is fourvi. So when con¬ 
sidering s p eed control w# ere tolking ebeot the Hiiwg the* 


mokes o fish toke, ar>d also what will determine just how 
mony fish in the School con be token 

Let's work o structure thot you know is potentiolly piro- 
ductive You first check the shollow water with o free swim 
ming lure You start with the normol retrieve speed By the 
third cost you hove irKreosed your retrieve slightly orxl bong' 
— a good fish takes The next cost produces onother fish 
This irtdicates a movement has occured, ond it is at this 
point thot speed control conws into its own It it here thot 
speed IS increased even further, and continues to iixreose 
until It IS about os fast os the reel con work Without on 
increase in retrieve speed, it is not likely many of the fish 
will be caught 

Let's suppose you did not begin your costing with a 
free running lure, but instead started to fish with a jump 
type lure, such os a jig or worm The first cost produces a fish; 
the second produces another, but subsequent costs draw 
blar>ks An experienced fishermon would increose his speed 
os much as possible Knowir>g in nK>st coses this type of lure 
will not allow erxMjgh speed control, he would imrrwdiatelv 
switch to o free swimming lure, and reoHy wirxJ it up 

In checking the bottom on deeper structures (speed) 
there ore two mam types of lures that con be used (1) sink¬ 
ing, bottom walking, (2) jump type It might be well to ex¬ 
plain here why I call these types of lures (pgs. spoons, weight¬ 
ed worms, etc ) 'jump-type' lures I do it because these lures 
should be jumjsed a distonce, then allowed to return to 
bottom You will r>ote I did not say dragged a distance, then 
stopped on the bottom. Neither did I say the retrieve should 
be slow aixl steody with the lure sliding olong the bottom; 
these lures should be jumjied 

More speed control can be hod with a walking lure than 
with a jump type This is especially true after the water 
temperature rises However, ot certom temperatures ond 
certoin weather conditions, when fish ore rother deep ond 
inactive and non-chasir>g, the jump-type lure hos effective 
speed control 

Let's ossume your first cost to a deep section of structure 
results in a good fish being token on a wolking lure The 
second cost, to the same spot, produces a second fish This 
indicotes a school of fish hos moved up on structure It is at 
this time thot you increase your walking speed This in- 
creosed speed will be the controlling foctor in how mony fish 
you toke from the school before it is lost This includes not 
only the speed BEFORE the fish took, but olso AFTER the 
fish took A hooked fish should be brought right m — rto 


124 


125 





























































































When viewing the basic suspension of fish in most 
waters, I on^ consider the 'horizontor in relotiorahip to 
the breokrirw But when considering certain varieties of 
saltwater fish, ond the greater depths found in the ocean 
waters, I consider the 'verticor in relationship to the breok- 
lirw or breoks, os I move toward deep water 

With my depth control, I om not complicating the 
subject, nor am i plocmg the lures at depths where much 
time would be wosted I om not stating that fish may not 
exist below these depths ot certain weather and woter 
conditions; but, I om saying thot you will hove the desired 
results if you follow this type of depth control Insteod of 
moving to greater depths in feet on a porticulor breakline, 
it would be better to move to a deeper breakline, if, ofter 
thorough testing, no fish ore found 

I will suggest the sizes of Spoonplugs that could be 
used to control Depth, in feet These lures were specifically 
designed for DEPTH and SPEED, both et the seme time. 
When a certain size is used with a certain amount of line, 
there is no feor thot correct depth is obtoif>ed for thot lure; 
then if the lure passes the fish ot the correct speed he will 
toke it When usir>g a No-Bo Trolling Lir>e, with all of the 
stretch removed, ond with color morkings every 30 feet, 
odditionol contr^ of depth is hod This line, u^ on the 
Spoonpluggers T-45 rod, and the #101 trolling reel, is ode- 
quote for fishing this lake 

The seven sizes of Spoonplugs (500, 4<X), 250, 200, 100, 
700, 800 Senes) will normally check all breaklir>es which may 
exist down to o depth of 50 feet. When bieoklir^es are located 
ot 100 feet, or better, then additional depths should be 
checked This will coll for some aid in getting the lures 
deeper, ond this con be accomplished by using a wire line 
or o down-rigger The deeper the breekiine, the deeper 
the mess ef fish will be located In working the deep breok- 
lirws, the two smallest lures I5(X) ond 400 Senes) moy very 
well be dispensed with. 

Let me suggest a procedure that I hove found quite 
sotisfoctory. The shallow structures and breoklmes Ineor 
shore) con be checked for fish by running all sizes of Spoon- 
plugs, bumping all bottoms os for os they allow These some 
lures con be used 'free-swimming' out to, orxj beyorwi, the 50 
foot depth 

Then I opprooch the 95 to 1(X) foot breokline The upper 
woter would be checked with a 250, 200, ond 100 series lure. 
I could run them simultoneously or indivKkiolly While doing 
this, I would use a 2(X) series on a wire line or on o down- 

172 


rigger set ot 25 feet. 

I would work along the breoklir^ for quite a distorKe 
If no oction is hod, I would re-odjust my down-rigger or run 
more wire line to the 35 foot depth (All the while checking 
the upper water with the 250, 200 ond 100 senes). Normolly. 
regardless of weother orxf water conditions, this control will 
suffice for a breokline of this depth. 

If no success is hod, I proceed DIRECTLY to the next 
breoklirte usir^ the some depth control The only change 
thot will be mode is to check below the 35 foot dep4h before 
moving on to a deeper breokline After checking at the 35 
foot depth, check the 45, then the 55-60 foot level before 
proceeding to a deeper breokline Subsequent breoklmes 
would be checked in the some woy 

You should remember that Coho (like other fish) be¬ 
come more octive ot different periods of the doy. If you feel 
thot you might hove missed the fish on a particular breaklir>e, 
check It ogoin 

As with other fish, light conditions hove on importont 
influence on the depth at which salmon will be found Early 
in the doy ond ogom in late ofteimoon, you will generolly 
find the fish shallower than during mid-day For this reason, 
if you are catching salmon over a breokline and lose them, 
be sure to check deeper before moving to onother breokline. 
Conversely, if you lo^ them late in the doy, check shallower 
before leoving that breokline 

One rule ot thumb to keep in mind « thot when fishing 
breoklmes shallower thon 60 feet, fish will generally be 
found closer to the surfoce than they will be when over 
deeper breoklmes Check all depths, but concentrate on the 5 
to 25 foot depths when fishing the shallow breoks 

In mid summer, 20 to 40 feet will usually be the most 
productive depths unless water ond weather cor>ditior>s ore 
ideol If cortditions ore ideal, many tolmon moy be found 
suspended 10 to 15 feet from the surfoce ever a breokline 
that is 100 feet or nsoro in depth. 

When using a down-rigger, ond too mony 'breok-offs‘, 
tangles, premature releoses, etc., ore experienced, 
remove the release mechomsm or>d reploce it with o light 
monofilorr^ent line (4 to 6 lb test is usuoUy sufficient) This 
will cure the release problems ond produce nr»ore fish 
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FIGURE 78 


FIGURE 79 


Figure 78 Is a section of a reservoir (top view) which 
has some 'delta' corviitiortt. It is located in rather hilly 
country. 

1- Finish drawing in all channels. 

2- Drow in bottom structure likely to exist in all oreos- 

3- Mark *’X" on the spots likely to be productive. 


Figure 79 is a top view of o natural lake with lots of 
weeds. This loke contoins two schools of fish. 

I -Pin-point them ofter migration. 

2- What is the water color likely to be: 

o-If the weeds go to 7 feet? 15 feet? 

3- This Is o deep natural lake with very clear woter It hos 
big bass and lunker northern. The time is 3 or 4 days 
after a cokl front: 

o-How is the best woy to fish this loke? 
b-Whot type fish ore likely to be caught in lorge 
rxjmbers? 


222 


223 



FIGURE 80 


Figure 80 is a top view of Fiotlond reservoir The area at 
the dam is over o mile wide. 

1- Orow in the channels. 

2- Where is the boot dock likely to be found? 

3- When would you fish in the standing trees? 

4- lf the wind was coming out of the northwest, where 
would you fish? 

5- lf ony clean bottom exists, where would it be four»d^ 

6- In working shorelines with the bottom covered with 
bushes, how would you work the lures on the troll? 

7- in what areas of the loke should the edges of the 
channel be worked^ 

8- lndicote the best spots, ond how would you work 
them? 

9- Where ore you likely to find the best water color? 

lO-Give 4 reosons why the dam oreos, such os this, ore 

good areas to fish. 
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FIGURE 81 


Figure 81 IS a top view of a targe natural lake. The 
scole it inch equols 400 feet 

1 -How many migrotion routes ore possible? 

2- How many 'Home' areas are there? 

3- In any home oreo, is there one porticulor structure 
you thir>k fish would use obove all others? 

4- Which is the best structure in the lake? 

5- Would any structure be difficult to find, if you did 
not hove a depth sounder? How would you firtd it? 

6- Would fish oppeor to come up on the side of ony bor? 

7- Which structure would costing be better than trolling? 
Why? 

8- Con you sec evidence of an ideal bor, which would 
contain rto fish? 
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supply, the tdeo of moktng lures to sell was born 

I om glod my desire to creote a new lure wos rrot bom 
from the KJeo of getting rich This dreom would hove been 
totolly destroyed Todoy, I om sure of one thing, if I hod 
built the lure to sell I certainly wouldn't hove mode it look 
like it does Mony fishermen and writers refer to it os o 
shoe horn thot hos been stepped on by o horse. 

I hove never hod the h^rt to tell my writer fnend that 
his dreom is "oil wet”. Dreoms ore to be fostered — not 
shottered. He will poss many happy hours contemplatir>g his 
dream of fame and riches, never reolizir>g the sod truth that 
fishing hobits follow generation after generation in the some 
manner, ond ore r»of eosily displaced, ond that you con show a 
fisherman how to catch o bushel basket of fish, and he will 
only shake his head ond soy, "I don't believe it" — end be 
helped cetch the fish. 

The remork is often nr>ode thot most other lure monu- 
focturers come out with something new each year, so why 
hoven't Spoonplugs been chor>ged or updoted, or reploced with 
some rvew design Originally, Spoonplugs, os stated, were 
not desigr«d to be sold. Th^ were built for mony reosorv, 
the mom one being that no such lures were available that 
ollowcd control of depth or speed to any great degree There 
wos o need for a lure that could do a specific job in casting 
ond trolling, one which could be used in mapping to deter¬ 
mine whot the bottom of the loke looked like, ond how it wos 
mode up. A lure that would allow fishing knowledge to be 
transferred to others You con tell o fishermen how to fish 
properly, but without the tools to ollow implementotion, this 
kiK^ed^ IS of little volue 

Over the years the present lures hove done their work 
superbly There hos never been orty doubts that the original 
designs were correct, nor hove I felt the design could be im¬ 
proved, or thot another lure would do o more thorough |ob 
Spoonplugs will catch anything thot swims But above oil. 
they ore teoching and disciplmory tools which enable catches 
to be mode, which ore the important things a lure must do 

Thot's why I ask the question, "Why should I chonge 
or build new lures^ What would be the purpose^ Gimmick 
soles^ Every tackle box hos more then it needs of these 
Change, for soke of change? This doesn't always moke o 
better product I could desi^pi o dozen new lures o day —- 
arrd they'd all cotch fish — but so what’ All Spoonplugger 
Items, such as lures, rode, lines, etc., were designed especially 
for SPOONPLUCCINC They hod to be, rrone existed Every 
Item wos mode to do a specific tab — not to oppeal to the 
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fishemrton. 

If there are any who are critical of these specific tools, 
then so be it It is unfortunote thot a study of fishing must, 
at times, be associated with the sole of fishmg tackle But 
I feel that proper explanation os to how this has come about 
IS quite sufficient My rewords hove been largely from those 
who write to say, "Thonks to you, my fishir>g has token on o 
new meaning” Or from being able to help the many who 
write and wish so fervently to catch fish for a chonge. All I 
con soy to the critic is, let the results speok for themselves 

I teach fishing If proper equipment is used, I core not 
whot the bror>d nome might be 

After a quarter of a century, I hove my doubts If you 
hove ever heard of Spoonplugs I further doubt if your locol 
dealer hos any in stock I hove r>o salesmen I do no advertis¬ 
ing, r>or do I coll on ony deolers or jobbers I attend r>o sport 
shows to display my 'creations' My policy is, "toke 'em, or 
leove 'em” It doesn't matter or>e ioto to me But, if you 
desire to try them. Buck's Boits, P O Box 66, Hickory. N C 
28601, will be happy to serve you 

In this section on the Presentation of Spoonplugs we 
ore going to see WHERE, WHEN, WHAT, WHY ond HOW 
—• — "tools" should be used 

I can go to greet lengths to explain whot mokes o fish 
tick, but in the final onolysis your ability to become "expert” 
will require practice ond experience By utilisinf the BASIC 
procedures for the Presentotien of Spoonplugs, you will present 
lures correctly Ar>d from the very begmnirvg stort catching 
fish in quantity ond size, or both, os never dreomed of before 
This gives the irKentive to gom further knowledge and really 
become good at the gome 

In son^e sections of this book necessity dictates repetition 
It is rx>t possible, tn a study os compreherttive as fishing, for 
you to remember all the basic points And sirKe some of 
these poir^ ere eppliceble in mony orees, many will be re¬ 
peated for clarity ond for the purpose of tying togethr oil 
informotien os closely os possible. 

These bosic approaches to costing ond trolling structures 
hove been proven to work without o shodow of o doubt. oixJ 
with tremendously sati$fyir>g results But above all, these 
Basics ore the MEANS by which YOU LEARN the importont 
things for your FISHING KNOWLEDGE AND GROWTH 


237 



















































































BUCK ASKS: 

CAN YOU ANSWER 

THESE BASIC FISHING QUESTIONS? 


- Whert it th* HOME of the Kmker fish? 

-Why hove I no» shown fh* water In this ioke? 

- Whot structure would you fish, in the Wir>ter, Spring, Summer 
ond foil 

- Where ore the fish likely to be the day ofter o cold front? 

- Whot would be the "contoct" point of the fish to the iskvxf with 
the trees? 

• If the water wc» extremely cleor, where is the best spot shown? 

- Whot season (winter, spring, summer, foil) would the underwater 
islortds be best? Wh»ch seoson the SK>relines? 









